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arrive ? A little war, gentle and charming, like that
of the Fronde. No long campaigns or tedious ma-
noeuvres. A few sharp thrusts, and fiddles, balls,
comedies, love affairs, and songs, and, afterwards,
wise reconciliation, useful reforms, progress, phil-
anthropy, the triumph of tender souls, the progress
of humanity ! "We shall speak, shouted the lawyers,
who are always ready to speak; we shall ascend the
tribune, we shall become famous and be appointed
ministers. We shall make money, said the financiers.
And financiers favor revolutions; for, as a clever
woman of the time said, discount forms more than a
third part of a banker's opinions.

All forms of amusement followed one another with
giddy rapidity. Fashionable men and women lived
a double life, now in Paris, now at Versailles. A
steady stream of carriages with swift horses was
rolling incessantly from the city of the great King
to the real capital, that of pleasure and public opin-
ion. At Versailles etiquette still ruled; in Paris
there was freedom. There were delightful suppers,
such as Madame Oberkirch describes: " Without wit,
without eloquence, without knowledge of the world,
of good stories, of the thousand trifles which make
up the news of the day, no one could dream of being
admitted to these charming gatherings. Only there
was there any conversation, and it was on the most
trifling subjects; it was all a mere foam that was
evaporating fast, leaving no trace behind, but its
taste was most agreeable. After once tasting it,